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About Deer Creek Farms 
Deer Creek Farms is owned and operated by Fred and Annise Finch of Troy, Texas. It is located 
on 275 acres in Bell County.  Deer Creek Farms was originally formed as a sole proprietorship in 
November of 1998 when Fred and Annise acquired the foundation for their breeding program, 
DCC Sioux Warrior.  
 
About the Owners 
Annise Finch has a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Horse Management and Production from 
Tarleton State University. She has knowledge in many areas of the Equine Industry including 
reproduction, stallion and mare management, conformation, nutrition, unsoundness, training, 
stable management, and farrier science. Annise also has knowledge and experience with 
Artificial Insemination. Annise specializes in Breeding and Stable Management. Fred Finch has 
a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Industrial Technology from Tarleton State University, and is a 
Mechanical Design Engineer, running his own business, “Orbit Designs”. He grew up on the 
family farm, Shiloh Land and Cattle Company. Growing up, Fred helped with the daily farm 
chores, and as a teenager, Fred helped manage and operate the Farm. We feel that the 
combination of Annise’s life-long love for horses, her equine degree and her husband’s 
experience with running a farm, makes Deer Creek Farms stand out in the world of Curly 
Horses.  
 
Mission of Deer Creek Farms 
Deer Creek Farms is committed to providing a quality breeding and boarding program in Central 
Texas. Deer Creek Farms believes that quality care is essential for the health and well - being of 
any horse; therefore, Deer Creek Farms strives to offer the best care available. The breeding 
program is centered on the American Curly horse, also known as the American Bashkir Curly, 
because the breed, which is a unique and rare breed, offers many advantages over conventional 
straight – haired horses. American Curly Horses are considered to be hypoallergenic. Many 
people, who react violently to animals or horses, do not react to certain curly horses. One of our 
missions is to make this rare and unique breed available to the public in Central Texas which 
would provides a way for allergy sufferers to take advantage of an opportunity to be involved in 
equine activities. 
 
More about the American Curly Horse 
The American Curly Horse is known first for its curly hair, which ranges from loose waves to 
tight curls. The hair tends to be hypoallergenic. The uniqueness of the horse does not stop there 
though.  Most curly horses have wonderful, laid back personalities, and are very smart. They 
love attention, especially from people. Curly horses do not seem to be scared of anything, but 
rather curious about everything. These horses require the same amount of care that “regular” 
horses do, although DCF is of the opinion that due to the nature of their hair, they require more 
attention when it comes to grooming. Deer Creek Farms has chosen to specialize in the 
American Curly Horse because of their uniqueness, and their disposition.   
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Boarding Options 
Housing a horse can range from simply letting him be out in a pasture in a natural state, to 
keeping him in a stall, or finding a happy medium between the two.  Deer Creek Farms believes 
that it is not natural for a horse to be kept in a stall, and therefore tries to find ways to allow 
horses to be out on pasture whenever possible. Stall options are provided to allow for a happy 
medium because it is not always convenient to let a horse out to pasture all the time, or even 
some of the time. Horses that are kept in a stall will be let out to pasture whenever possible. Deer 
Creek Farms wants to keep your horse as happy and comfortable as can be. Boarding is on a 
month to month basis. Please contact Deer Creek Farms for availability of the Dedicated Shelter 
packages. 
 
1. Short Term Boarding Options ( less than one month stay) 

a) Paddock with Shed: Your horse is provided with a paddock and a shed for inclement 
weather.  Deer Creek Farms will supply hay and water. Arrangements for grain or other 
amenities will be made on a contract to contract basis.   

b) Paddock with Stall: Your horse is provided with a paddock and a stall. Deer Creek Farms 
will supply hay and water. Arrangements for grain or other amenities will be made on a 
contract to contract basis.   

* Horses kept on a short term basis will be kept in our Quarantine Pens for the duration of 
their stay. Horses qualify for short term status in the following circumstances: 

o Mares or stallions visiting for the purpose of breeding.  
o Horses requiring quarantine before moving to a new location, 
o Owner boards with us while on vacation,  
o Owner boards with us for medical lay-up and care of their horse 
o PCS orders/relocation of owner needing a place for their horse while they 

move. 
2. Long Term Boarding Options (one month and longer stay) 

a) Pasture to include:  
·  Access to pasture grazing with a shelter for inclement weather.  
·  Access to a “day pen” for feeding hay or grain.  
·  Designated area for tack and equipment storage.   
·  Access to the “cross tie” area by the arena for tacking up 
·  Access to the riding arenas.  
·  Balanced ration of hay and free choice salt and mineral blocks are provided. 
·  *Owner provides grain if needed.  

b) Pasture with dedicated paddock & shelter to include:  
·  Access to pasture grazing with a shelter for inclement weather 
·  Dedicated 50X100 paddock with shed   
·  Manure will be removed from the stall and pens as needed 
·  Designated area for tack and equipment storage 
·  Access to any “cross tie” area for tacking up. 
·  Access to the riding arenas 
·  Balanced ration of hay and free choice salt and mineral blocks are provided. 
·  *Owner provides grain if needed.  
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*If you feed a type of grain that is carried at the feed store we do business with, we will be happy 
to pick it up for you. You as the boarder will be responsible for the cost of the grain, and it will 
be reflected in your monthly bill.  
 
 
3. Termination of Boarding Agreement  

a) Short Term – Owner or agent of horse left for short term care shall provide notice in 
writing at least 24 hours in advance of termination of board. Owner shall be required to 
pay all fees due before the horse leaves the premises of Deer Creek Farm.  

b) Long Term - Thirty day’s notice in writing is required to terminate this boarding 
agreement. If the date of departure falls after the first day of the month or before the last 
day of the month, the boarding fee for the partial month will be pro-rated, based on the 
number of days the horse is boarded for that partial month.  If the contract is terminated 
without at least thirty day’s notice by the person boarding the horse, the day of departure 
shall be considered notice of contract termination and the person boarding the horse will 
be held financially responsible for 30 day’s board starting on the day of departure. 
Accommodations and/or exceptions will be made regarding notice if documented 
extenuating circumstances are provided.  

c) Termination of Contract by Deer Creek Farms: Deer Creek Farms reserves the right 
to terminate this boarding agreement at any time.   

 

Boarding Rates 
Our Boarding Rates (per horse) are as follows:  
1. Short Term Boarding Fees  

a) Quarantine Paddock with shelter or stall: $7.00 per day per horse 
b) Board for Mares visiting our Stallion: 

a. Quarantine Paddock with shelter or stall: $7.00 per day for dry mares 
b. Quarantine Paddock with shelter or stall: $8.00 per day for wet/*nursing mares  

*($1.00 per day will be added to the bill for nursing foals) 
2. Long Term Boarding Fees 

a) Pasture: $200.00* per month 
b) Pasture with dedicated paddock & shelter package: $275.00* per month 
c) If arriving mid-month pro-rated partial month board is $6.58* per day for pasture board, 

and $9.00 per day for stall board.  
* Rates are subject to change. You will be given 30 days notice if rates are expected to change.  

 
Horse Health, Care, and Safety 
Your horse’s health and well-being are very important at Deer Creek Farm.  Your horse’s 
feeding, worming, vaccination, and farrier program are essential parts of maintaining the overall 
health of your horse. Keeping horses healthy is an important goal of Deer Creek Farms. The 
healthy horse is a more productive horse.  
1. Feed: Horses will be fed a balanced ration based on hay as the main forage. Fertilized 

Bermuda grass hay, preferably Coastal, will be used.  If hay alone cannot satisfy the caloric 
needs of the horse, then grain will be balanced into the ration.  The ration will take into 
consideration caloric needs first, protein next, then the calcium to phosphorus ratio.  
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Supplements will be added as needed.  Salt and mineral blocks will be offered ad-libitum to 
all horses.  

2. Worming: All horses on the property of Deer Creek Farms must be on a regular de-worming 
schedule and must be given wormer in such a manner as to either eliminate or decrease the 
parasite load to an acceptable level as determined by the attending veterinarian. Horses must 
be de-wormed and the parasite load at an acceptable level prior to being allowed on the 
Farm. Horses staying with us for long- term boarding will be checked on a regular basis for 
parasite infestation. The horse owner will be financially responsible for any de-worming 
costs pertaining to his/her horse. If the owner chooses, Deer Creek Farms will take care of 
the seasonal worming at the same time we treat our horses. Notice will be given and the price 
of the wormer will be reflected in the boarder’s monthly statement. 

3. Vaccinations: Horses without current vaccinations will not be allowed on the premises of 
Deer Creek Farms. It is the horse owner’s responsibility to maintain current vaccination on 
his/her horse. Vaccinations are on a schedule as recommended by our veterinarian. 
Vaccinations that are required include Encephalomyelitis - Venezuelan, Eastern, Western; 
Tetanus (VEWT) Rhinopneumonitis (Rhino), Influenza (Flu), Rabies, and West Nile*. 
Pregnant mares owned by us, or staying at Deer Creek Farms for the duration of their 
pregnancy will need to receive rhino/flu shots in month 5, 7, and 9 of pregnancy. Notice will 
be given of when the vaccinations are due. The horse owner will be financially responsible 
for any vaccination costs pertaining to his/her horse, and making payment arrangements with 
the veterinarian. Deer Creek Farms would be happy to schedule the vaccinations of boarded 
horses to be done at the same time our horses are done.  

4. Coggin’s Test: According to the Texas Animal Health Commission, In Texas all equine 
animals must have a negative EIA test completed in the previous 12 months in a number of 
situations including, but not limited to, the following:  

····  Change of Ownership 
····  Congregating with other equine animals  
····  Assembly or participating in an event (example: play day, show, trail ride) 
····  Boarding, training, or entering a pari-mutuel track 

(Texas Legislature’s House Bill 1732, September 1, 1999 The 76th) 
(Agriculture Code, Title 6, Subtitle C, Chapter 161.149) 

Horses without a current and negative Coggins test will not be allowed on the premises of 
Deer Creek Farms. Deer Creek Farms requires a copy of the Coggins test to be kept at the 
premises where the horse is located. A copy of the Coggins test will accompany the horse if 
it is taken off of the property. If you travel with your horse, please keep in mind that you will 
need to have your Coggins test with you. It is the horse owner’s responsibility to have an 
annual Coggins test done. The horse owner is financially responsible for the cost of the 
Coggins test and for making payment arrangements with the veterinarian. If the boarder 
chooses, Deer Creek Farms will schedule the annual Coggins test at the same time we test 
our horses.  

5. Farrier Services: Horses must be trimmed (and those wearing shoes, re-shod) on a regular 
basis to keep the horse sound and comfortable. The farrier will be scheduled to come out on a 
regular basis. Notice will be given when the farrier will be at the farm. Any horse showing an 
obvious need to be trimmed, shod, or reset will be documented as needing farrier services. If 
the horse owner wishes to have his/her horse trimmed, shod or reset by the farrier we supply, 
they must notify us and we will make sure the horse is taken care of.  The horse owner is 
financially responsible for farrier work and is responsible for making payment arrangements 
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with the farrier. (If you are boarding your horse for breeding purposes and need farrier 
services, you will be notified and scheduling will be taken care of for you unless you wish to 
make arrangements yourself. Deer Creek Farms will make sure that you promptly receive the 
bill from the farrier if our farrier is used.) 

6. Quarantine: Horses that are boarded at Deer Creek Farms, upon arrival, will be isolated 
from contact with other horses for a period of at least two weeks.  If, during that period, the 
horse becomes sick, it will be isolated until the veterinarian pronounces it free of disease or 
illness. Horses while staying at Deer Creek Farms will be quarantined if they show signs of 
illness. A veterinarian will be consulted and the horse, when it is free of illness, will be taken 
out of isolation. Horses boarded for breeding purposes will (if at Deer Creek Farms for a 
short period of time) be quarantined for the length of the stay and only be exposed to our 
stallion. 

7. Introduction to the Herd : After a horse is released from post – arrival quarantine it will be 
introduced into the herd. Deer Creek Farms will first introduce horses to the established herd 
with a secure fence reinforced with a hotwire separating them from each other. Once the 
horses have been able to investigate each other over the fence and they are ready, Deer Creek 
Farms will introduce the new horse into the herd one horse at a time until it is fully 
integrated. This can take as little as a week’s time, and may take up to a month. Deer Creek 
Farms understands that horses have a propensity to behave in such a manner that injury or 
death can result. Horses do have a propensity to posture, kick, bite and chase until a 
hierarchy can be re-established with the newcomer. Deer Creek Farms makes no claim that a 
horse that is introduced into a herd will not be harmed, but we will do our best to introduce 
your horse into the herd in the safest possible manner. Owner or agent of the horse indicated 
in this agreement agrees to hold Deer Creek Farms harmless for any injury, death, or damage 
inflicted to or on the horse indicated in this agreement due to the inherent nature of equine 
behavior.   

8. Wash Rack: Deer Creek Farms provides wash racks for bathing your horse. (at this time, 
water is available, but a wash rack is not available) 

Hygiene Standards, and Standard Operating Procedures 
Hygiene is an important issue at an equine facility.  The cleaner and more sanitary the conditions 
are, the better off the horses are. Deer Creek Farms strives to keep not only the laboratory and 
breeding area sanitary, but the barn environment clean as well. This is not only for your horse’s 
health, but also for your health and safety. These standard operating procedures were written 
with both the breeding facilities and the boarding facilities in mind, as well as taking the future 
into consideration. Some parts may not be applicable at this time.  
1. The Barn, stalls, pens and pasture: The floor of the barn, stalls, pens and cross-tie areas 

will be raked, swept or hosed down as needed to keep dust, manure, and debris to a 
minimum.  Buckets will be checked daily and cleaned out if needed. Manure will be removed 
from stalls at least once a day, and pens as needed. Manure will be disposed of outside the 
main barn area, in a designated area. Manure in the pasture will be picked up and raked as 
needed. The stalls and pens will be stripped, cleaned and sanitized as needed. Sick or injured 
horses will have their stall walls cleaned and disinfected on a schedule recommended by our 
veterinarian. Community water troughs will be cleaned on a regular basis as well. 

2. The Office, Tack, and Supply Areas: The office, tack, and supply areas will be kept clean 
and neat. The floors will be swept and mopped on a regular basis to keep dirt and dust to a 
minimum. Walls and ceilings will be cleaned as needed to keep them free of cobwebs and 
dirt.  



Page 8 of 21 

3. The Laboratory and Breeding Areas: The laboratory, breeding areas, and supply areas will 
be cleaned after use. All items used will be washed after use. The floors, walls, countertops, 
etc. will be cleaned with a detergent/disinfectant as needed to keep them sanitary.  All 
instruments will be sanitized as required.   

Injuries and Emergencies 
1. Financial Responsibility: The owner or agent of the horse listed in the boarding contract 

shall be financially responsible for all Veterinary expenses and shall be responsible for 
making payment arrangements with the Veterinarian.  

2. Injuries :  Injured horses will be taken care of according to the severity of the injury. The 
owner of the horse will be responsible for any bills incurred in the treatment of the horse.  A 
veterinarian will see horses that have sustained injuries worse than superficial wounds. 
Injuries will be dealt with as the veterinarian directs. The owner of the horse will be 
contacted, and be given a copy of the written report of the horse’s prognosis as soon as 
possible. If the injury is life – threatening, then the owner will be contacted immediately.  

3. Emergencies:  In case of an emergency requiring medical attention, Deer Creek Farms will 
procure veterinary assistance and contact the horse owner. If the owner of the horse can not 
be contacted, and does not have an emergency directive, then the horse’s care will be left to 
the discretion of the attending veterinarian. A written report will be filed with each 
emergency. A copy of the report will be given to the horse owner.  

4. Hold Harmless: The owner, lessee, or agent of the horse described in this boarding 
agreement will agree to hold Deer Creek Farms, its owners, agents, family members, and 
shareholders harmless from any claims resulting from damage or injury caused by the 
described horse in this agreement, owner and/or his/her guests and invitees. The owner of the 
horse will be held liable for damages caused, and will be responsible for payment of any 
legal fees and expenses incurred by the stable, its owners, agents, family members and 
shareholders in defense of such claims. Any guests or invitees of the owner, lessee, or agent 
of the horse in the agreement will be held liable for any damage or injury he/she causes and 
will be responsible for payment of any legal fees and expenses incurred by the stable in 
defense of such claims for damage or injury.  

5. Risk of Loss: All risks are assumed by the owner of the horse. Deer Creek Farms shall be 
held harmless for any sickness, disease, theft, death, or injury which may affect the horse 
described in this boarding agreement.  

Insurance 
Deer Creek Farms strongly suggests that the owner of the horse carry insurance on their horse. If 
the owner/boarder has insurance on a horse boarded with us, the appropriate section in the 
Boarding Agreement needs to be filled out. Deer Creek Farms will keep a copy of the record of 
insurance on hand in case of an emergency.  Deer Creek Farms is willing to contact the insurance 
company on the horse owner’s behalf if the owner is unable to be reached and a situation arises 
that deems contacting the insurance company necessary.  

 
Supplies 
1. Regular Supplies:  Boarders are required to provide their own grooming supplies and tack. 

They are also encouraged to provide their own supply of bandages and equine first aid 
supplies for their horse. Each boarder will be provided with a personal area in which to 
neatly store tack and supplies. Deer Creek Farms makes no claims or warranties that any 
items left at the farm will be safe from theft or damage, therefore we highly recommends that 
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boarders mark their belongings in such a way that clearly and permanently states who owns 
the item. We will do our best to keep the items safe, however Deer Creek Farms is not liable 
for items that become lost, misplaced, or stolen.  

2. Veterinary Supplies: Veterinary Supplies will be kept on hand at Deer Creek Farms.  A first 
aid kit for humans and equines will be kept in a marked area.  If a horse sustains an injury 
that requires any type of veterinary supplies (bandages, syringes, etc), and Deer Creek Farms 
provides the supplies needed for that horse, the exact cost for the items will be added to the 
boarding bill.  

 

Payment  
Payments are to be made by cash or check. Checks can be made out to Deer Creek Farms. 
Boarders will receive a monthly statement and a receipt for their records. Bounced checks will be 
considered non-payment.  
1. Due Dates:   

a) Daily Rate: (for short term board only): Daily rates are due at the time the horse is 
dropped off, and are payable up to the day the horse is picked up. The horse (and foal if 
applicable) will not be released to the owner, lessee, or agent until payment is made in 
full.  

b) Monthly Payments:  Monthly payments are due before the first day of the Month for the 
following month. If the first of the month falls on a holiday, then payment is due no later 
than the following workday. Monthly Payments are considered late if not paid by the 1st  
day of the month.  

2. Late Fees: 
a) Daily Rate late fee: $1.00 extra per day will be added to your bill if you fail to pick up 

your horse as scheduled.  
b) Monthly Rate late fee: A late fee of $10.00 per horse will be added to your bill if your 

payment is received after the 1st day of the month. 
 

Time Periods 
Time Periods for Deer Creek Farms: 

1. For general purposes, a week at Deer Creek Farms starts on Monday and runs through the 
following Sunday.  

2. For General Purposes, the Month starts at 12:01 a.m. on the first day of the month.  
3. For General Purposes, the Year starts at 12:01 a.m. on January 1, and ends at midnight on 

December 31. 

Liens 
1. Possessory Lien: Fred and Annise Finch, as Owners of Deer Creek Farms, will hold a 

Possessory Lien on any animal left at Deer Creek Farms for care or grazing for the amount 
of charges due for care or grazing. Please note that Mare Care falls under this section if the 
Mare is being boarded with us while being bred. The lien shall be held in accordance with 
the Texas Statutes’ Property Code, Chapter 70, Subchapter A section a) & b)  

2. Enforcement:  Deer Creek Farms will enforce the lien in accordance with Texas State 
Statutes.  
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Policy Regarding Supervision of Children:  
Children are always welcome at Deer Creek Farms. Children who are visiting and not riding or 
working with a horse must be attended by a competent care-giver who is no younger than 14 
years old and who is not currently occupied with a horse at the time. Deer Creek Farms does not 
permit children to be left in a car, or left unattended under any circumstances. Please refer to the 
Texas Penal Code, Title 5, Chapter 22, Section 10, LEAVING A CHILD IN A VEHICLE. 
Children who are younger than 18 years of age and are engaged in an equine activity must be 
supervised by a competent adult. The level of supervision will be based on the child’s age and 
level of maturity and responsibility.  
 

Authorized/Unauthorized Areas: 
No one is to enter an unauthorized area unless they are given permission by, or they are under 
the supervision of, a professional at Deer Creek Farms. Visitors not involved in equine activities 
must remain in the parking area unless they are given permission by a professional at Deer Creek 
Farms to enter the pasture or arena. Individuals visiting the facility to engage in lessons are 
authorized to enter the facility and must remain under the supervision of their lesson instructor or 
a professional at Deer Creek Farms. Areas authorized to individuals boarding a horse include 
pastures, grazing areas, tack rooms and certain marked equipment rooms, barns, stalls, and riding 
arenas/round pens. Areas that are restricted include the office, hay lofts, certain equipment and 
storage areas, tractor or equipment barns, around farm vehicles, implements and equipment.  

 
No Dogs on Premise:  
Dogs are not allowed on the premises (unless they belong to the farm owners), and must not be 
left in a vehicle under any circumstances. If a dog is found on the farm or is left in a vehicle on 
the farm, the owner will be asked to remove it from the premises immediately.  Exceptions will 
be made for service animals.   
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I have read the “Boarding Handbook” in it’s entirety, and understand the 
information and rules therein.  
 
 
_________________________________  _______________________ 
Horse Owner (Boarder)    Date 
 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________ 
Deer Creek Farms Manager    Date 
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Attachment 1: Property Code of the Texas State Statutes 
 
CHAPTER 70.  MISCELLANEOUS LIENS SUBCHAPTER A.  POSSESSORY LIENS 
 
Sec. 70.003. Stable Keeper's, Garageman's, Pasturer's, and Cotton Ginner's Lien's. (a) A stable 
keeper with whom an animal is left for care has a lien on the animal for the amount of the 
charges for the care. (b) An owner or lessee of a pasture with whom an animal is left for grazing 
has a lien on the animal for the amount of charges for the grazing. 
 
Sec. 70.005.  SALE OF PROPERTY.  (a)  Except as provided by Subsection (c), a person 
holding a lien under this subchapter on property other than a motor vehicle subject to Chapter 
501, Transportation Code, or cotton under Section 70.003(d), who retains possession of the 
property for 60 days after the day that the charges accrue shall request the owner to pay the 
unpaid charges due if the owner's residence is in this state and known.  If the charges are not paid 
before the 11th day after the day of the request, the lienholder may, after 20 days' notice, sell the 
property at a public sale, or if the lien is on a garment, at a public or private sale. 

(b)  Except as provided by Subsection (c), if the residence of the owner of property 
subject to sale under this section is not in this state or not known, the lienholder may sell the 
property without notice at a public sale after the 60th day after the day that the unpaid charges 
accrued. 

(c)  A person holding a lien under Section 70.003(a) on an animal fed in confinement 
for slaughter may enforce that lien in any manner authorized by Sections 9.610-9.619, Business 
& Commerce Code. 

(d)  The lienholder shall apply the proceeds of a sale under this section to the charges.  
If the lien is on a garment, the lienholder shall apply the proceeds to the charges and the 
reasonable costs of holding the sale.  The lienholder shall pay excess proceeds to the person 
entitled to them. 
 
 
SUBCHAPTER C. STOCK BREEDER'S LIEN Sec. 70.201. Stock Breeder's Lien. An owner or 
keeper of a stallion, jack, bull, or boar confined to be bred for profit has a preference lien on the 
offspring of the animal for the amount of the charges for the breeding services, unless the owner 
or keeper misrepresents the animal by false pedigree. Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 3583, ch. 576, 
Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1,1984.Sec. 70.202. Enforcement of Lien. The lien may be enforced in the same 
manner as a statutory landlord's lien. The lien remains in force for 10 months from the day that 
the offspring is born, but the lien may not be enforced until five months after the date of birth of 
the offspring. Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 3583, ch. 576, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1,1984. 
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Attachment 2: Liability Arising From Equine Activit ies or 
Livestock Shows 

 
Civil Practices And Remedies Code 
CHAPTER 87. LIABILITY ARISING FROM EQUINE ACTIVITIES OR LIVESTOCK 
SHOWS 
§ 87.001. Definitions 
In this chapter: 
(1) "Engages in an equine activity" means riding, handling, training, driving, assisting in the 
medical treatment of, being a passenger on, or assisting a participant or sponsor with an equine 
animal. The term includes management of a show involving equine animals. The term does not 
include being a spectator at an equine activity unless the spectator is in an unauthorized area and 
in immediate proximity to the equine activity. 
(2) "Equine animal" means a horse, pony, mule, donkey, or hinny. 
(3) "Equine activity" means: 
(A) an equine animal show, fair, competition, performance, or parade that involves any breed of 
equine animal and any equine discipline, including dressage, hunter and jumper horse shows, 
grand prix jumping, three-day events, combined training, driving, pulling, cutting, polo, 
steeplechasing, English and Western performance riding, endurance trail riding and Western 
games, and hunting; 
(B) equine training or teaching activities; 
(C) boarding equine animals; 
(D) riding, inspecting, or evaluating an equine animal belonging to another, without regard to 
whether the owner receives monetary consideration or other thing of value for the use of the 
equine animal or permits a prospective purchaser of the equine animal to ride, inspect, or 
evaluate the equine animal; 
(E) informal equine activity, including a ride, trip, or hunt that is sponsored by an equine activity 
sponsor; 
(F) placing or replacing horseshoes on an equine animal; or 
(G) without regard to whether the participants are compensated, rodeos and single event 
competitions, including team roping, calf roping, and single steer roping. 
(4) "Equine activity sponsor" means: 
(A) a person or group who sponsors, organizes, or provides the facilities for an equine activity, 
including equine facilities for a pony club, 4-H club, hunt club, riding club, therapeutic riding 
program, or high school or college class, program, or activity, without regard to whether the 
person operates for profit; or 
(B) an operator of, instructor at, or promoter for equine facilities, including a stable, clubhouse, 
pony ride string, fair, or arena at which an equine activity is held. 
(5) "Equine professional" means a person engaged for compensation: 
(A) to instruct a participant or rent to a participant an equine animal for the purpose of riding, 
driving, or being a passenger on the equine animal; or 
(B) to rent equipment or tack to a participant. 
(6) "Livestock animal" means: 
(A) an animal raised for human consumption; or 
(B) an equine animal. 
(7) "Livestock show" means a nonprofit event at which more than two species or breeds of 
livestock animals are gathered for exhibition or competition. 
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(8) "Livestock show sponsor" means a recognized group or association that organizes and 
sanctions a livestock show, including a political subdivision or nonprofit organization that is 
exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(a), Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended, by being listed as an exempt organization in Section 501(c)(3) of that code. 
(9) "Participant" means: 
(A) with respect to an equine activity, a person who engages in the activity, without regard to 
whether the person is an amateur or professional or whether the person pays for the activity or 
participates in the activity for free; and 
(B) with respect to a livestock show, a person who registers for and is allowed by a livestock 
show sponsor to compete in a livestock show by showing an animal on a competitive basis, or a 
person who assists that person. 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 549, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. 
Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1108, § 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001. 
§ 87.002. Applicability of Chapter 
This chapter does not apply to an activity regulated by the Texas Racing Commission. 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 549, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. 
§ 87.003. Limitation on Liability 
Except as provided by Section 87.004, any person, including an equine activity sponsor, equine 
professional, livestock show participant, or livestock show sponsor, is not liable for property 
damage or damages arising from the personal injury or death of a participant in an equine 
activity or livestock show if the property damage, injury, or death results from the dangers or 
conditions that are an inherent risk of an equine activity or the showing of an animal on a 
competitive basis in a livestock show, including: 
(1) the propensity of an equine or livestock animal to behave in ways that may result in personal 
injury or death to a person on or around it; 
(2) the unpredictability of an equine or livestock animal's reaction to sound, a sudden movement, 
or an unfamiliar object, person, or other animal; 
(3) with respect to equine activities, certain land conditions and hazards, including surface and 
subsurface conditions; 
(4) a collision with another animal or an object; or 
(5) the potential of a participant to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to the 
participant or another, including failing to maintain control over the equine or livestock animal 
or not acting within the participant's ability. 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 549, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. 
Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1108, § 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2001. 
§ 87.004. Exceptions to Limitation on Liability 
A person, including an equine activity sponsor, equine professional, livestock show participant, 
or livestock show sponsor, is liable for property damage or damages arising from the personal 
injury or death caused by a participant in an equine activity or livestock show if: 
(1) the injury or death was caused by faulty equipment or tack used in the equine activity or 
livestock show, the person provided the equipment or tack, and the person knew or should have 
known that the equipment or tack was faulty; 
(2) the person provided the equine or livestock animal and the person did not make a reasonable 
and prudent effort to determine the ability of the participant to engage safely in the equine 
activity or livestock show and determine the ability of the participant to safely manage the 
equine or livestock animal, taking into account the participant's representations of ability; 
(3) the injury or death was caused by a dangerous latent condition of land for which warning 
signs, written notices, or verbal warnings were not conspicuously posted or provided to the 
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participant, and the land was owned, leased, or otherwise under the control of the person at the 
time of the injury or death and the person knew of the dangerous latent condition; 
(4) the person committed an act or omission with wilful or wanton disregard for the safety of the 
participant and that act or omission caused the injury; 
(5) the person intentionally caused the property damage, injury, or death; or 
(6) with respect to a livestock show, the injury or death occurred as a result of an activity 
connected with the livestock show and the person invited or otherwise allowed the injured or 
deceased person to participate in the activity and the injured or deceased person was not a 
participant as defined by Section 87.001(9)(B). 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 549, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. 
Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1108, § 4, eff. Sept. 1, 2001. 
§ 87.005. Warning Notice 
(a) An equine professional shall post and maintain a sign that contains the warning contained in 
Subsection (c) if the professional manages or controls a stable, corral, or arena where the 
professional conducts an equine activity. The professional must post the sign in a clearly visible 
location on or near the stable, corral, or arena. 
(b) An equine professional shall include the warning contained in Subsection (c) in every written 
contract that the professional enters into with a participant for professional services, instruction, 
or the rental of equipment or tack or an equine animal. The warning must be included without 
regard to whether the contract involves equine activities on or off the location or site of the 
business of the equine professional. The warning must be clearly readable. 
(c) The warning posted by an equine professional under this section must be as follows: 
UNDER TEXAS LAW (CHAPTER 87, CIVIL PRACTICE AND REMEDIES CODE), AN 
EQUINE PROFESSIONAL IS NOT LIABLE FOR AN INJURY TO OR THE DEATH OF A 
PARTICIPANT IN EQUINE ACTIVITIES RESULTING FROM THE INHERENT RISKS OF 
EQUINE ACTIVITIES. 
WARNING 
(d) A livestock show sponsor shall post and maintain a sign that contains the warning prescribed 
by Subsection (f) if the livestock show sponsor manages or controls a stable, barn, corral, or 
arena at which the livestock show sponsor conducts a livestock show. The livestock show 
sponsor must post the sign in a clearly visible location near the stable, barn, corral, or arena. 
(e) A livestock show sponsor shall include the warning prescribed by Subsection (f) in every 
written contract that the sponsor enters into with a livestock show participant. The warning must 
be clearly readable. 
(f) The warning posted by a livestock show sponsor under this section must be as follows: 
WARNING 
UNDER TEXAS LAW (CHAPTER 87, CIVIL PRACTICE AND REMEDIES CODE), A 
LIVESTOCK SHOW SPONSOR IS NOT LIABLE FOR AN INJURY TO OR THE DEATH 
OF A PARTICIPANT IN A LIVESTOCK SHOW RESULTING FROM THE INHERENT 
RISKS OF LIVESTOCK SHOW ACTIVITIES. 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 549, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. 
Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1108, § 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2001. 
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Attachment 3: Leaving a Child in a Car or unattended  
 

1. Leaving a Child In a Car 
Leaving a child in a vehicle is punishable under the Texas Penal Code, Title 5, 
Chapter 22, Section 10, LEAVING A CHILD IN A VEHICLE: 
a) A person commits an offense if he intentionally or knowingly leaves a child in a 
motor vehicle for longer than five minutes, knowing that the child is:  
1. younger than seven years of age; and 
2. not attended by an individual in the vehicle who is 14 years of age or older. 
b) An offence under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.  
  

Note: If the child is injured, the charge is then elevated to child endangerment, which is a felony. 
The penalties are six months to two years in jail and a fine up to $10,000. 
 

2. Leaving a Child Unattended 
Leaving a child unattended is punishable under the Texas Penal Code Title 5, Chapter 
22, section 041.  

 
§ 22.041.  ABANDONING OR ENDANGERING CHILD.   

a) In this section, "abandon" means to leave a child in any place without providing 
reasonable and necessary care for the child, under circumstances under which no 
reasonable, similarly situated adult would leave a child of that age and ability. 
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Warning! 
UNDER TEXAS LAW (CHAPTER 87, CIVIL PRACTICE AND REMEDIES 
CODE), AN EQUINE PROFESSIONAL IS NOT LIABLE FOR AN INJURY TO 
OR THE DEATH OF A PARTICIPANT IN EQUINE ACTIVITIES RESULTING 
FROM THE INHERENT RISKS OF EQUINE ACTIVITIES. WARNING 

				
Owner Information  Description of Horse: 
Name(s): 
________________________________________ 

Horse Name: 
____________________________ 

Address ________________________ 
City______________State_________Zip________ 

  
Sex:  Mare     Gelding     Stallion 
 

Phone Numbers  
Home:__________________________ 
Work:__________________________ 
Cell/other: ______________________ 

DOB: ___________________ 
Color: ___________________ 
Markings: ___________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 

  
 
I, _______________________ attest that I am the owner / lessee / agent of the horse listed 
above.  I agree to leave the horse described above in the care of Deer Creek Farms for 
boarding/grazing purposes.  I also agree to release to Deer Creek Farms a copy of all records 
concerning the horse listed above.  I also agree to allow Deer Creek Farms to keep a copy of the 
Coggins test on file at the premise where the horse is located				
 
Boarding  
The Boarding arrangement will be as follows: Please check the box to indicate your choice.  
  
Short Term Daily Board: Please check appropriate box for daily board  
Long Term Monthly Board : Please check appropriate box for monthly board 
 

�  Daily:  

�  Quarantine paddock with shelter, or 

�  Quarantine paddock with stall  
 
I understand that boarding is on a daily basis and that the bill is to be paid in full before the horse 
(and foal if applicable) leaves the premises of Deer Creek Farms. I agree to pay by cash or check 
the amount due on receipt of the bill. _______________________________________________ 

                                                  Signature 
 

Or:   
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�  Monthly : 

�  Pasture Board 

�  Dedicated 50 X 100’ paddock/pen and shelter with pasture turn out 
   

I understand that boarding is on a month to month basis and that the fees are due before the first 
of the month for the following month. I agree to pay by cash or check, the amount of 
$___________________ per month. I agree to give at least 30 day’s notice in writing of 
termination of boarding agreement. I understand that monthly Payments are considered late if not 
paid by the 1st day of the month, and a statutory Possessory Lien will be placed on my horse until 
payment is made. A late fee will be added to my bill if my payment is received after the grace 
period as set forth in the Deer Creek Farms “Boarding Handbook”. Bounced Checks will be 
considered non-payment.   
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
 
Emergencies 
In case of an emergency requiring medical attention, I understand that Deer Creek Farms will 
procure veterinary assistance if I am absent, and that I will be contacted as soon as possible.  I, 
the Boarder, understand that I will be held financially responsible for the bills (veterinary and 
other) incurred in the treatment of my horse.  
If I can not be reached within _________________________________(period of time), and the 
emergency is (please check one or both) __ life threatening, and/or __ the veterinary bill exceeds 
______________ dollars, I __ do, __ do not give permission to Deer Creek Farm to have the 
horse euthanized by the veterinarian in my absence. (Please see explanation in the Handbook) 
 
 
Insurance 
 
I ___________________________________________________  
  name 
(please check one) 

� Do have insurance on my horse  � Do not have insurance on my horse.     
 
 Please check the appropriate section if you have insurance:  

�  I do not give Deer Creek Farms permission to contact the insurance company 

�  I do give permission to Deer Creek Farms to contact my insurance company if I 
am unable to be reached within _______________ (amount of time) in the event 
of an illness, injury, or death of my horse.   
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Insurance Company: ___________________________________________________________ 
Policy Number: _______________________________________________________________ 
Type of Insurance: ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number(s): _____________________________________________________________ 
Any other pertinent information: ___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Hold Harmless 
I, as the owner of the horse described in this contract agree to hold Deer Creek Farms, its 
owners, agents, family members, and shareholders harmless from any claims resulting from 
damage or injury caused by the described horse in this agreement, the horse owner/lessee or 
agent, and my guests and invitees. I understand that as the owner of the described horse, I will be 
held liable for damages caused by myself or my horse, and will be responsible for payment of 
any legal fees and expenses incurred by the stable, its owners, agents, family members and 
shareholders in defense of such claims. I also understand that any of my guests and invitees will 
be held responsible for their actions and will be held liable for damages or injury they may cause, 
and that they will be responsible for payment of any legal fees and expenses incurred by the 
stable in defense of such claims for damage or injury.   
 
Risk of Loss    
I, as the owner will not hold Deer Creek Farms, its owners, agents, family members, or 
shareholders liable for any sickness, disease, injury, death, or theft which may affect the horse 
described in this contract.   
 
 
Signatures 
I attest that the information on this document is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  I 
agree to abide by the rules of Deer Creek Farms as set forth in the “Boarding Handbook” of Deer 
Creek Farms.  
 
____________________________________  _______________ 
Boarder’s Signature (owner of horse)   Date 
 
____________________________________  _______________ 
Deer Creek Farm Manager’s Signature    Date 
 
 
___________________________________   _______________ 
Witness       Date 
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Emergency Contacts (Friends, Relatives etc. . .) 
 
Name: ________________________  Name: ________________________ 
Address: ______________________  Address: ______________________ 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
______________________________  ______________________________  
Phone: ________________________  Phone: _______________________ 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
 
 
Name: ________________________  Name: ________________________ 
Address: ______________________  Address: ______________________ 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Phone: ________________________  Phone: _______________________ 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
 
 

Persons authorized to engage in activities with the aforementioned horse in this contract: 
 

Name   Address & Phone number (if different from horse owner) 
___________________________________________________ __________________________
___________________________________________________ __________________________
___________________________________________________ __________________________
___________________________________________________ __________________________
___________________________________________________ __________________________
___________________________________________________ __________________________
___________________________________________________ __________________________
___________________________________________________ __________________________ 
 
Checklist of items a New Boarder Needs when arriving at our Farm 
Please refer to Deer Creek Farms Boarding Handbook for more details.  

�  Certificate of Veterinary Inspection,  (required for interstate travel)  

�  Proof of current vaccinations for  the following: 

�  Equine Encephalomyelitis: Venezuelan, Eastern, & Western 

�  Influenza 

�  Rabies 

�  Tetanus Toxoid 

�  West Nile 

�  Rhinopneumonitis (rhino) 

�  Copy of current Negative Coggins Test 

�  Proof of current worming  
 


